Locker Patterns

Teacher Notes                           

Activity Summary

Suitable for:
Years 7 to 9

In Locker Patterns, the investigation of a seemingly simple numerical pattern resulting from a physical situation, leads to the examination of the factors of perfect squares.

Expected outcomes

The student will examine patterns in numbers, making conjectures regarding the governing rules and the mathematical reasons for them.

Required skills and knowledge

Knowledge of factors, recognition of simple patterns, particularly the square numbers.

Required materials

None.

Follow-up teaching points

The teacher may choose to follow this activity with further work with factors, factor pairs, factor trees, and prime numbers.









